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Scripture reading:  
Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exist and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
Congregational: 

• I’m gonna hold to his hand God’s unchanging hand
• Bless the Lord
Offering and Announcements:

Opening Prayer:
Lord, teach us how to please you. Show us in ways we can make changes that will put a smile on your face. Direct the teaching of this message in Jesus name Amen.
Message: Let’s start this message with questions.

Do you know if you are pleasing to God? How many of you are wondering what it really means to please God. 
Well, we are going to go over what the bible says regarding this. Are you ready?

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exist and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
Merriam Webster’s dictionary defines the word “Faith” as follows:

Main Entry: 1faith 
 1 a : allegiance to duty or a person : LOYALTY b (1) : fidelity to one's promises (2) : sincerity of intentions
2 a (1) : belief and trust in and loyalty to God (2) : belief in the traditional doctrines of a religion b (1) : firm belief in something for which there is no proof (2) : complete trust
3 : something that is believed especially with strong conviction; especially : a system of religious beliefs
synonym see BELIEF
1 : a state or habit of mind in which trust or confidence is placed in some person or thing
- in faith : without doubt or question : VERILY 

Bottom of Form

Are you about to connect the dots with this word faith and the way you are living your life?

Let us take a look at the word “Please or Pleasing” so we can combine the definitions with the faith definition. 

What does the word “please” mean?
Merriam Webster’s dictionary defines it as follows:

Main Entry: 1please     Inflected Form(s): pleased; pleas·ing
1 : to afford or give pleasure or satisfaction
2 : LIKE, WISH <do as you please>
transitive senses
1 : to give pleasure to : GRATIFY
2 : to be the will or pleasure of <may it please your Majesty>
a source of delight or joy  

Bottom of Form

So now you have the meaning of the words. Now let us read scripture references on how to please the Lord.
1 CHRONICLES 29:17 
I know also, my God, that You test the heart and have pleasure in
uprightness. 
Question: Friends, what do you think pleases God?  How are you living these days?
1 Peter 4:1-11 is a must read for all of us. It talks about living for God. Please read this during your home study time and ask God how to apply it to your life. 

1Pe:4:1: Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;

1Pe:4:2: That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.

1Pe:4:3: For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries:

1Pe:4:4: Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you:

1Pe:4:5: Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead.

1Pe:4:6: For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.

1Pe:4:7: But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.

1Pe:4:8: And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.

1Pe:4:9: Use hospitality one to another without grudging.

1Pe:4:10: As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

1Pe:4:11: If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

I will now list 10 things you need to do to please our heavenly father.

        1.   A humble heart. 

Psalms 51:16  For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. 
Psalms:51:17: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.
        2.   Obedience and righteousness.   Deuteronomy 10:12, 13
De:10:12: And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul,

De:10:13: To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good?

       3.   Faith.   John 6:28, 29
Joh:6:28: Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?

Joh:6:29: Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent

 Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God   must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
4.   Praise and Thanksgiving. 

Psalms 69:30 I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with     thanksgiving.

Jonah 2:9 But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed.  Salvation is of the LORD.

Hebrews 13:15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.
  5.   The knowledge of God. 

                    Hosea 6:6 For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.
                    Matthew 9:13 But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance; 
                    Matthew 12:7 But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless. 

                     Colossians 1:10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;    
  6.   Love toward God; the fear of the Lord. 

                    Deuteronomy 10:12, 13
De:10:12: And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul,

De:10:13: To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good?


                    Psalms 147:11 The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that hope in his mercy.
  7.   Holiness 

                    Romans 8:8; So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
                    Romans 12:12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in                   prayer; 

  2 Timothy 2:4  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.
8.   A surrendered life to Christ. 

                   Luke 22:42  Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.

                   John 8:29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him.

Hebrews 10:6, 7 

Heb:10:6: In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure.

Heb:10:7: Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.
       9.   Doing Good and Justice. 

                    Proverbs 21:3 To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.
Micah 6:6-8: 

Mic:6:6: Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God?  shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old?

Mic:6:7: Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

Mic:6:8: He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?

                    Hebrews 13:16 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.
10.   Patience. 

                    1 Peter 2:19, 20 

1Pe:2:19: For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.

1Pe:2:20: For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.

Note: Pleasing God involves more than the avoidance of "serious sin." 
          Failure to abide by some of the most basic principles of the kingdom 
          will grieve the Spirit of God. 

       A.   Lack of endurance. 

                    1 Corinthians 10:5 But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness.

                    Hebrews 10:38 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.
       B.   Unbelief. 

                    Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
Note 2:   It is not merely in the things we do that God takes delight.  He delights in his people (see Isaiah 62:4, 5). It was for His pleasure that we were created (Psalms 149:4a; Revelation 4:11). 
Question: Friends do you have Faith? Do you want to please God?
A great example of individuals demonstrating incredible faith can be found in the book of Daniel. 

In summary:
Daniel is a Jewish hero who as an exile in Babylon interprets dreams, gives accounts of apocalyptic visions, and is divinely delivered from a den of lions. There are three other individuals of note: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.
Read the book of Daniel Chapters 1-12 in your personal study and you will see what I mean.
Let us go over the action steps and site some more examples for you to follow:
Action Steps:

You must have Faith in God. The Bible says that without faith it is impossible to please God. 

HEBREWS 11:5-6 
By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, 
and was not found, because God had taken him, for before he
was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.
But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes
to God must believe that He is, and that He rewards those who diligently seek Him.


HEBREWS 10:38-39 
Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws  back,
my soul has no pleasure in him. 
But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of
those who believe to the saving of the soul
Conclusion:
The Apostle Paul in1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 gives us a model to follow on living to please God. Let us read it out loud together, please stay standing and afterwards we will close in prayer.

1Th:4:1: Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more.

1Th:4:2: For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus.

1Th:4:3: For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication:

1Th:4:4: That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour;

1Th:4:5: Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God:

1Th:4:6: That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: because that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned you and testified.

1Th:4:7: For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.

1Th:4:8: He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit.

1Th:4:9: But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.

1Th:4:10: And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and more;

1Th:4:11: And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you;

1Th:4:12: That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing.

Closing Prayer:
Lord almighty,  please give us enough faith to carry out your purpose. Sometimes we don’t feel that our faith is strong enough. Lord, help our unbelief. Prompt us in our daily lives with examples on how we can please you and empower us to take action in Jesus name Amen.
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